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Consultation means efforts to conduct meaningful and timely discussions between the 

NRC and Tribal governments on the NRC’s regulatory actions that have substantial 

direct effects on one or more Indian Tribes and those regulatory actions for which Tribal 

consultation is required under Federal statute. The NRC’s Tribal consultation allows 

Indian Tribes the opportunity to provide input on regulatory actions with Tribal 

implications and those where Tribal consultation is required, and is different from the 

outreach and public comment periods. The consultation process may include, but is not 

limited to, providing for mutually-agreed protocols, timely communication, coordination, 

cooperation, and collaboration. The consultation process provides opportunities for 

appropriate Tribal officials or representatives to meet with NRC management or staff to 

achieve a mutual understanding between the NRC and the Tribes of their respective 

interests and perspectives. 

Indian Tribe means any American Indian or Alaska Native Tribe, Band, Nation, Pueblo, 

or other organized group or community that the Secretary of the Interior acknowledges 

to exist as an Indian Tribe pursuant to the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe List Act of 

1994 (25 U.S.C. 479a). 

Interaction means reciprocal actions involving the NRC and Indian Tribes, and may 

include, but is not limited to, outreach, consultation, coordination, training, and 

information exchanges. Interactions may be oral or written and can take place remotely 

(through electronic media) or in face-to-face meetings. 

Outreach means NRC staff efforts to inform Indian Tribes about the agency’s actions 

and plans. Outreach includes sharing information and encouraging Tribal governments 

to communicate their concerns and interests to NRC staff. 

Regulatory Actions with Tribal Implications refers to regulations, legislative 

comments or proposed legislation, and other policy statements or actions that have 

substantial direct effect on one or more Indian Tribes, on the relationship between the 

Federal Government and Indian Tribes, or on the distribution of power and 

responsibilities between the Federal Government and Indian Tribes. 

Tribal Official means an elected, appointed, or designated official employee of an 

Indian Tribe or authorized intertribal organization. 

Trust Responsibility means a fiduciary duty, on the part of the United States, to 

protect Tribal treaty rights, lands, assets, and resources, as well as a duty to carry out 

the mandates of Federal law with respect to Indian Tribes. The NRC exercises its Trust 

Responsibility in the context of its authorizing statutes, which include the AEA, the 

Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, the Low-
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Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act of 1985, and the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation 

Control Act of 1978, as amended. As an independent regulatory agency that does not 

hold in trust Tribal lands or assets, or provide services to Federally recognized Tribes, 

the NRC fulfills its Trust Responsibility through  implementation of the principles of the 

Tribal Policy Statement, by providing protections under its implementing regulations, 

and through recognition of additional obligations consistent with other applicable treaties 

and statutory authorities. 


